
 

THE AKEDAH 

 

The Binding of Isaac 

also known as 

The Testing of Abraham 

 

Rembrandt's famous painting from 1635 of the 

angel, Abraham and Isaac on Mount Moriah titled 

The Sacrifice of Isaac. 

In Hebrew, Akedah means Binding, and is a 

reference to the events on Mount Moriah, as 

described in Genesis 22.  

 

In our modern world, some people read the bible 

and judge God by their perceived superior and 

modern enlightened perspective. People have told 

me that they are more sophisticated and open-

minded than God, finding him prone to war and 

harsh, and less forgiving and understanding than 

them. Where God is cruel and judgmental in the Old Testament, they would be more forgiving 

and gracious. Where Jesus makes unreasonable and provincial demands, they would be more 

tolerant and judicious.  

 I’ve heard the Akedah story dismissed out-of-hand as mythology with no redeeming value, 

except as a vehicle to criticize God. In like manner, they reject any notion of types and shadows, 

believing that these comparisons are forced or fabricated. This has been called the liberal 

viewpoint. Let’s look at the conservative view. 

 

The New Testament is in the Old Testament concealed,  

and the Old Testament is in the New Testament revealed. 

 

What this means is that in life and in the bible, there is evidence of God’s cosmic design and 

fingerprints on human history. A type is something in the Old Testament that foreshadows 

something to come in the New Testament. The study of types, shadows and symbols is called 



typology. For a comprehensive list of biblical types, go to your browser and enter Types and 

Shadows of the Bible. 

 One particular passage in Genesis 22—the Binding of Isaac—is rich in types. In this story, 

Abraham was told by God to offer his son as a burnt offering on Mount Moriah.  

 Over the years, people have struggled with this passage. On the face of it, it appears that God 

is toying with child sacrifice, a heathen practice in the region at the time. Some people have used 

this story as an excuse to reject God completely. I knew such a man. If you don’t understand the 

types and shadows of this passage, then it just doesn’t make much sense. 

 One evening when Martin Luther and his wife, Katie, were having family devotions, he read 

Genesis 22, and the account of Abraham offering Isaac on Mount Moriah. Katie said she did not 

believe it. “God would not have treated his son like that!” she exclaimed. Luther quietly replied, 

“But Katie, he did.” 

 Just as Luther said, this story is a type and shadow of what was to come about 1,850 years 

later, and God used it to once again record his design and purpose for our lives. Let’s delve into 

the story and see what actually happened, and perhaps, why.  

 

GENESIS 22 

 

Verse 1. Some time later God tested Abraham.  

 When Abraham was seventy-five years old, 

God promised him a son. When he was one 

hundred years old, Isaac was born. So as this 

story unfolds, Abraham is about one hundred, 

twenty-five years old. Even if people lived longer 

back then, that was old. He died at one hundred, 

seventy-five. 

 

God said to him, "Abraham!"  

"Here I am," he replied.  

 They had a relationship. Abraham had talked 

with God in the past. The angels even came to his 

camp and ate with him before the cities of Sodom 

and Gomorrah were destroyed. Abraham felt 

comfortable enough with the angels to argue for 

Lot’s life (Genesis 18). When God called, 

Abraham recognized him and knew his voice, 



and even knew him by sight. 

 SIDENOTE Some will argue that Abraham did not see or talk to the actual person of God. I 

agree. It seems that seeing God with our own eyes is nearly impossible unless in a heavenly 

vision (John 14:9 notwithstanding). Moses had to be hidden in the cleft of the rock, to then view 

God only after his passing (Exodus 33). In Genesis 18, three visitors appear to Abraham and eat 

with him. Later, two depart for Sodom and Gomorrah, leaving one behind, apparently the leader. 

Abraham addressed him as Lord. Some scholars believe it is a pre-birth or pre-incarnate Jesus, 

known as a Christophany—appearances of Jesus in the Old Testament. But it could just as easily 

have been the angel Gabriel, who visited humans in the name of God and spoke as God’s voice 

in the bible (Daniel 9, Luke 1), or another angel. We like to think it is Jesus. Could be.  

 

Verse 2. Then God said, "Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the 

region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you 

about.” 

God is very specific in his 

instructions. By this command, 

God indicates his full 

understanding of what he is truly 

asking. “Take your son, (1) your 

only son, (2) Isaac, (3) whom you 

love…”  

 Thus begins the first of many 

types in this passage. Like 

Abraham, God would offer his (1) 

only-begotten son (John 3:16), (2) 

Jesus, (3) whom he loved and was 

well pleased with (Matthew 3:17).  

 Isaac means laughter, delight. 

This child of Abraham’s old age was the hope of his future through the promises of God. 

Abraham knew it was only through Isaac that God’s promises to him would be fulfilled.  

 Who is God to you?  

 Abraham understood exactly who God was—Creator, Master, King, Judge. He knew God’s 

traits—omniscient (all knowing), omnipotent (all powerful), omnipresent (all places), eternal. 

Abraham was the leader of a large tribal organization, capable of going to war, and his word was 

law. He understood who God was at a basic level. He had felt bold enough to argue for Lot’s life, 

and he saw what happened to the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. Utter destruction.  



 He knew God could be reasoned with, having bargained for Lot’s life. But this was different. 

God did not say to him, What do you think of this idea of mine? like he did with Sodom and 

Gomorrah. This time God gave Abraham a command. A directive. The leader to a subordinate. 

Abraham had a duty to obey.  

 At the same time, Abraham knew God would not waver; that once God made a promise, it 

could not be broken. So if God said a human sacrifice was required, which would in effect 

negate the original promises, then God must have a backup plan. What could that possibly be? 

How could it possibly work? 

 The writer of the Book of Hebrews thinks Abraham expected God to raise Isaac from the 

dead, restoring his life and the promises (Hebrews 11:17-19). That is easy for the author of 

Hebrews to assume after the fact. I don’t think Abraham arrived at that conclusion for three days, 

if at all. Resurrection and life after death were not common subjects. 

 The Book of Job is supposed to be the oldest book in the bible. Based on chapter 14:13-15, 

the people of that time seem to have an understanding of life after death. “If you would hide me 

in the grave and conceal me till your anger has passed. If only you would set me a time and then 

remember me. If someone dies, they will live again. All the days of my hard service I will wait 

for my renewal to come. You will call and I will answer you; you will long for the creature your 

hands have made” (NIV). I don’t know if that could explain the idea of a bodily resurrection, 

especially where a living person is killed, burned up, and then rises from the ashes. However 



Abraham understood the process, I think he knew Isaac would come back down the mountain 

with him—somehow.   

 Also, this is the first time the word love is mentioned in the bible. It is very interesting to me 

that the first use of the word love is in conjunction with this command to sacrifice his only son, 

whom he loves. When God describes Abraham’s relationship with Isaac, the best word to 

describe it is love.  

 Love, then, is tied to powerful emotions, incredible sacrifices, and unimaginable, 

incomprehensible obedience. I can scarcely imagine that God would ask this of Abraham, or that 

Abraham would obey without question. In our family, a big debate would erupt with every 

person getting their say. Someone might alert the authorities to your homicidal madness. “Are 

you sure that is what God said?” people would ask over and over. “Could he have meant 

something else?” Satan is most effective at casting doubt. That is how he tricked Eve (Genesis 

3), casting doubt about what God commanded her.  

 Abraham was a general, and like most generals, he kept his own counsel. He did not need 

someone to tell him what was in his heart, or confirm what he had heard and understood. From 

experience, he knew perfectly well what God commanded and what his response had to be. He 

could only set his heart to obey.  

 But I am equally sure, Abraham spent his time wondering how God would keep his future 

promises in the face of this present action.  

 

 “and go to the region of Moriah.”  

 From Beersheba in the south, it is 

about 48 miles (77 kilometers) to Mount 

Moriah. All up hill, probably cross 

country, a three day walk for an old man. 

God had a specific location in mind, which 

was strategically important. 

 

“Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on 

one of the mountains I will tell you about.”  

 God did not just command Abraham to 

make Isaac an offering, but a burnt 

offering; a horrific, pagan ritual practiced by some of the local peoples to their god, Moloch. It’s 

like the demand for Isaac’s life was as impossible as it could be, designed to bring out any hint of 

disobedience, rebellion or hesitation. This command flew in the face of everything Abraham had 

learned of God’s nature, human reasoning, and love. Abraham must have been in a state of shock 



when he heard this, but he knew his place. He did not argue, murmur, or debate the command he 

received. Where years before he had argued for Lot’s life, he remained silent in the face of this 

command.  

 I can imagine what followed was a sleepless night. There is no record of Abraham discussing 

this troubling matter with anyone. If this news upset him, we don’t know, but we can be sure 

there was no one who would understand, no one he could discuss this with. He knew the people 

around him would try to talk him out of it or try to reason with him. Make excuses. Debate the 

merits of other ideas. Question God’s sanity, like some do today. While well meaning, they 

would cast doubt on God and his commands. He knew had to hold it in. What must’ve gone 

through his head that first night? Probably little sleep.  

 

What promises had Abraham received?  

 Before this unexpected command from God, Abraham had received seven promises:  

 1. “Leave your country, your people, and your father’s household and go to the land I will 

show you. I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you” (Gen 12:1-2). This promise 

implies that he will have children.  

 2. At the great tree of Moreh, God again appeared to him and said, “To your offspring I will 

give this land” (Gen 12:7). Another promise, implying that he will have children.  

 3. When Lot left him to go to the cities, God appeared to him a third time and said, “Lift up 

your eyes from where you are and look north and south, east and west. All the land that you see I 

will give to you and your offspring forever. I will make your offspring like the dust of the earth, 

so that if anyone could count the dust, then your offspring could be counted” (Gen 13:14-16).  

 4. After Abraham defeated the three kings, God spoke again, “This man [Eliezer of 

Damascus] will not be your heir, but a son coming from your own body will be your heir. Look at 

the heavens and count the stars –if indeed you can count them—so shall your offspring be” (Gen 

15:4-5). Now God specifically promises a son.  

 5. That night Abraham had a vision that spoke of his people in the future and God told him 

that God would give his people the land from Nile to the Euphrates (Gen 15:18).  

 6. When Abraham was ninety-nine years old, the covenant of circumcision was instituted and 

God tells him that he will be the father of many nations (Gen 17:4).  

 7. A year later, at one hundred years old, Isaac was born (Gen 21:5). 

 

Abraham was seventy-five years old when God called him to leave his father’s household. Isaac 

was born when he was one hundred. At the time of this command, Isaac is about twenty-five 

years old. As he lay upon his bed, Abraham was probably reflecting on fifty years of promises. 



Fifty years of knowing God and walking in obedience to him, seeing God work in his life while 

bringing blessing upon blessing, with a beloved son in his old age. What could God be thinking?  

 I can imagine that Abraham remembered all of the promises. Seven promises given and 

revealed. That only through Isaac, God would make his descendants like the dust of the earth and 

stars of the night sky. So it was only reasonable, that if the God of the Universe, who had proven 

himself faithful to Abraham over and over, whose voice he knew so well, also wanted him to 

offer up Isaac as a burnt offering, then God must have a way to fulfill the seven promises despite 

that seemingly unreasonable and objectionable execution. Above all else, Abraham’s faith was 

based on the historical and proven fact that God kept his promises. I think we can learn 

something from him.  

 

Verse 3. “Early the next morning Abraham got up 

and saddled his donkey. He took with him two of 

his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut 

enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for 

the place God had told him about.”  

 I don’t think Abraham dawdled; that could 

have been seen as a form of disobedience—passive 

aggressive—but he probably wasn’t in a great 

hurry either. I can imagine Abraham thinking, I 

must go cut wood and continue to think more about 

this command. Abraham gets up early and saddles 

the donkey himself. He tells the servants to get 

together supplies for a week long journey—three 

days there, three days back. Apparently, no 

questions were asked. Perhaps it was something in 

his countenance, or his voice, or his manner. 

Maybe he didn’t do work like that anymore. But there is no argument; they just do as they are 

told. 

 Cutting the wood. This could be done anywhere, even at Mount Moriah. Would God change 

his mind before they departed? But there was no message from God. When Abraham had cut 

enough wood for the burnt offering, which must have been a large bundle, he tied it to the 

donkey and set out for the place God had told him about. Three days to Mount Moriah. Three 

days for God to change his mind, and three days for Abraham to reflect on God’s promises in 

light of this horrific command.  

 Think about this: For three days, Isaac was already dead to Abraham. 



 Mount Moriah sits approximately 2,400 feet (750 meters) above sea level. A short way down 

the hill from the mountain top lay the ancient village of Salem and home of the priest, 

Melchizedek (Genesis 14). This town would later be known as Jerusalem, the City of Peace, and 

capital of Israel under King David.  

 

Verse 4. “On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance.” 

 As they approached the low hills surrounding Moriah, Abraham looked up and could see the 

mountain top. I can imagine that this was very solemn occasion, as they walked along.  

 The Mount Moriah hilltop is another type, because 1,850 years later this sacred ground 

would be called Golgotha—Aramaic for The Place of the 

Skull, and later by Christians as Calvary—Latin for The 

Place of the Skull, where Jesus would be sacrificed for the 

sins of the whole world (Matthew 27:33). You can see in 

this photo, even after two thousand years, the image of a 

skull, seems to stare out from the cliff face, just down the 

hill from where Jesus was crucified, from which the place 

got its name. 

 

Verse 5. “He said to his servants, ‘Stay here with the 

donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will 

worship and then we will come back to you.’” 

 Although we translate the Hebrew word na’ar as 

boy or lad or young man, it refers to any unmarried 

male from child to young adult. For example, Jacob’s 

son, Joseph, was referred to as na’ar when he was 

seventeen years old (Gen 27:2) and again when he was 

thirty years old (Gen 41:12,46). The Jewish historian, 

Josephus, wrote that it was widely believed that Isaac 

was twenty-five years old when this story took place, 

which is what the bible tells us. 

 There is also an indication here of what Abraham 

had concluded about the event to come. He told the 

servants that he and Isaac would worship and come 

back together to them. Abraham came to the conclusion that even if Isaac was slain and burnt up 



on the altar, he would somehow be restored in order for God to fulfill his earlier promises to him. 

Or perhaps Isaac would not even be hurt by the knife and fire. And because Abraham firmly 

believed Isaac would be delivered, somehow, his heart was already set to fulfill the command.  

 

Verse 6. “Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he 

himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together…” 

 In this story, Abraham was a type of God, and Isaac was a type of Jesus. Isaac carried the 

wood for the sacrifice on his back, and Jesus bore the cross of wood on his back. “Carrying his 

own cross, he went out to The Place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha)” (John 

19:17).  

 Abraham carried the instruments of death and sacrifice: the knife and fire pot. Likewise, God 

instituted the sacrificial system (knife and fire—Leviticus 17:11; Hebrews 9:12-18), which lead 

to the acknowledgement of sins and the need for atonement, redemption, and forgiveness. 

Forgiveness of sins was only possible by the shedding of blood. “In fact, the law requires that 

nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no 

forgiveness” (Hebrews 9:22).  

 

      

 

Verse 7. “Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, ‘Father?’ ‘Yes, my son?’ Abraham 

replied. ‘The fire and wood are here,’ Isaac said, ‘but where is the lamb for the burnt 

offering?’” 

 Isaac finally spoke. Why did we not hear from Isaac before? I believe that whatever was said 

before or during the journey had no bearing on the story. Abraham did not discuss anything 

about God’s command with Isaac. But Isaac was not an innocent bystander. He was an 

intelligent young man, who was diligent about helping his father and concerned about 

understanding the unfolding events. It is evident that Isaac grew up in a household where 

children obey their elders without question. Yet, Isaac was not a ten-year-old lad who blindly 



followed the rules. He was twenty-five years old. Old enough to have a say in things. But it 

seems he was also wise enough to know when to be quiet and obey.  

 

Verse 8. “Abraham answered, ‘God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my 

son.’ And the two of them went on together. 

 Finally, we get a glimpse into Abraham’s mind and what he has been thinking about for three 

days, as he explains his thoughts to Isaac. Abraham thinks he knows what God will do; that he 

has figured out how he can obey God, and God keep his promises to him: God, himself, will 

provide the lamb… 

 In the Hebrew, Abraham actually told Isaac, God will provide, himself, the lamb…this 

translation suggests that God could provide a lamb for the fire, or actually be the very Lamb to 

be provided. Now we understand better what John the Baptist meant when he announced: 

“Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world,” (John 1:29). However God 

worked it out, Abraham knew in his heart that he would be coming back with Isaac. 

 Apparently, amazingly, this answer satisfies Isaac, who does not speak another word. Maybe 

satisfies is the wrong word. At that point, Isaac might not know or understand that he was to be 

sacrificed. The prophet Isaiah, over eleven hundred years later, wrote about the crucifixion of 

Jesus: “He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to 

the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth” (Isaiah 

53:7).  

 

Verse 9. “When they reached the place God had 

told him about, Abraham built an altar there and 

arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac 

and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood.” 

 Now we get down to it.  

 I can imagine that Abraham told Isaac to drop 

the wood off to the side. Together they gathered 

rocks to form a crude altar, not very high, then 

arranged the wood on top. Still, Isaac did not know 

what was to come. He saw an altar for sacrifice 

with no animal. What could be wrong with that? 

His father said an animal would be provided by 

God, so they would wait. Nothing to worry about. 

Be patient.  



 But when everything was done to Abraham’s satisfaction, he asked for Isaac’s hands. Isaac 

must have been shocked, but offered his hands willingly, without hesitation, and especially 

without a fight. I am sure both had tears running down their faces.  

 Abraham bound the young man’s hands and feet, although it was not necessary. Isaac 

probably helped his father lay himself on the altar as best he could. In the same way, I saw an old 

movie where Jesus was being crucified. The two criminals howled and struggled as they were 

nailed to their crosses. But when the soldiers came to Jesus, he offered them his hands. They 

were surprised and paused in their cruel task; their faces full of wonder.  

 Isaac was an obedient son; Jesus was an obedient son. Isaac knew how much he was loved. 

Jesus certainly knew how much he was loved. Isaac had heard the stories many times of the 

promises God had given his father and how he was the child of those promises. So, he also knew 

his father would always obey God, without question. Isaac could do no less. We know Jesus 

knew the story of Abraham and Isaac, and his role in it as he set his face to go to the cross.  

 At twenty-five years old, 

Isaac could have easily 

overthrown his old father or 

run away, but he didn’t. Jesus 

spoke a word and the soldiers 

that came to arrest him fell to 

the ground, a brief show of 

what he could do (John 18:6). 

Peter drew his sword and cut 

off the servant’s ear, but Jesus 

rebuked Peter and healed the 

servant, noting that if it was 

the Father’s will, twelve legions of angels were at his disposal (Matthew 26:53). Jesus was 

obedient, even to death on the cross (Philippians 2:8). Isaac was, too.  

 

Verse 10. “Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son.” 

 Abraham stretched forth a trembling hand, reaching for the knife always used in butchering 

animals. He slowly raised the deadly sharp blade, preparing to slice through the thin throat. And 

God, peering into Abraham’s heart could see his resolve, could see his obedience and faith, and 

knew the deed would be accomplished in a few seconds.  

 The angel shouted!  

 



Verse 11. “But the angel of the LORD called out to him from heaven, ‘Abraham! Abraham!’ 

‘Here I am,’ he replied.” 

 I have often wondered if Isaac also heard the angel’s voice. Abraham caught his breath, his 

eyes wide, heart racing with the deed aborted. Some paintings show the angel holding back the 

wicked knife, as if Abraham was in the downward plunge with the instrument. But that was not 

necessary. Picking up the knife would have been enough to show his resolve. Preparing to slice 

across the boy’s throat would certainly add drama. But Isaac was never in any danger or nearly 

killed. Why would I say that? Because God looked into Abraham’s heart and saw the result.  

 

Verse 12. “Do not lay a hand on the boy,’ he said. ‘Do not do anything to him. Now I know that 

you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.’” 

 I am sure Abraham untied Isaac and held him tightly for a long time. Tears. Caresses. After a 

while, they heard something and looked up to see the ram caught in the thicket.  

 Could God have known the result before they even set out 

for Moriah? Of course. But there is a sense that our free will, 

tied to our actions, must be played out. Not for God’s sake but 

for our own. We participate in God’s story and plan and share 

in the result. Adam and Eve were given a choice, although God 

knew the result. Each of us is called to participate in this 

ancient redemption story (Matthew 22:14; 2 Timothy 1:9; Acts 

2:38-39; 1 Peter 2:9), personally, choosing which side we will 

be on, and like Abraham, how we will obey God. That is how, 

in reading this story, we appropriate it to our self, making it 

our own intimate story going forward.  

 

Verse 13. “Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a 

ram caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering 

instead of his son.”  

 This ram must have just run down the trail and gotten caught to not be noticed beforehand by 

these two rugged outdoorsmen. Imagine this: Abraham and Isaac were coming up the hill from 

one side, while the ram was coming up from the other. I believe the ram was running to them the 

way Jesus jumped to save Peter when he disappeared under the water (Matthew 14:31). God’s 

ram had a sacred mission to accomplish as another type of Jesus; no delay was possible.  

 The ram was a substitute for Isaac, introducing the reader to what would become the 

sacrificial system instituted by Moses; the blood of animals sacrificed for the sins of the people. 

Substitutionary atonement means that, like the ram, Jesus died for us to restore our relationship 



to God (John 3:16). He was able to redeem us—redemption, reconciling the world to himself. In 

other words, Adam and Eve disobeyed God and were cast out; Jesus obeyed God, even unto 

death on the cross, in order to get us back to God. “He [Jesus] is the propitiation for our sins, 

and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world” (1 John 2:2).  

 SIDENOTE This is not in the Genesis story, 

but look at this image of the ram in the thorn 

bush thicket. His horns are really caught there. 

Isn’t it interesting that, like the ram, Jesus 

wore a crown of thorns on his head?  

 

The author of Hebrews goes on: “Therefore, 

when Christ came into the world, he said: 

‘Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but 

a body you prepared for me; with burnt 

offerings and sin offerings you were not 

pleased. Then I said, ‘Here I am—it is written about me in the scroll [Old Testament]—I have 

come to do your will, O God’” (Hebrews 10:5-7). 

 One son was delivered, one son was sacrificed.  

 Think about this: The word sacrifice comes from the Latin word sacer—to make sacred, to 

make holy. Jesus lived a sacrificial, holy life in order to qualify as a sacrificial lamb without 

blemish, a substitute for us. “For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver 

or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life you inherited from your forefathers, 

but with the precious blood of Christ, a Lamb without blemish or spot” (1 Peter 1:19).  

 Likewise, people who personally accept this sacrifice, appropriate it for themselves. By this 

choice, by this faith and belief, the holiness of Jesus and his sacrifice are given to the believers, 

so they share in the holiness. This is called sanctification; the Holy Spirit making us holy after 

we personally accept Jesus’ sacrifice. (Romans 15:15-16; Romans 8:14-15; Hebrews 9:13-14). 

“So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people through his own blood” 

(Hebrews 13:12).  

 I know it sounds complicated, perhaps mysterious. But Jesus spent a year teaching his 

disciples about the Kingdom of God, so that they would understand what happened, how it 

happened, and why, so they could share what they learned with others.  

 After Jesus died and rose from the dead, he appeared to two of his disciples, walking along 

the Road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35). Jesus joined them, but they did not recognize him. The 

disciples related all that had happened to Jesus, and their companion [actually the risen Jesus] 

mildly rebuked them. “He said, ‘How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the 



prophets have spoken! Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?’ 

And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in the 

Scriptures concerning himself.” 

 You see, Jesus knew about the Old Testament (Torah) types and shadows concerning his life, 

death and resurrection. He was just reminding them of what had been taught previously. And 

those teachings are what make up what we call the New Testament or the New Covenant. Read 

more about the old and new covenant in the Book of Hebrews. The author spends a lot of time on 

just this subject.  

 Isaac received salvation and was restored to Abraham and the ram was the substitute. But 

1,850 years later, in God’s case, Jesus was the Lamb of Sacrifice providing salvation to all 

people. Jesus is God, so God, himself, was the Lamb of Sacrifice, for the sins of the whole 

world, just as Abraham predicted—or prophesied. Isaac was dead to Abraham on the three-day 

journey to Mount Moriah and was delivered to his father—figuratively raised from the dead. 

After three days in the grave, Jesus was resurrected—raised from the dead and delivered to his 

father.  

 Hebrews 11:19, “Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, and figuratively 

speaking, he did receive Isaac back from the dead.”  

 

Verse 14. “So Abraham called that place 

Jehovah-Jireh—The LORD Will Provide. And 

to this day it is said, ‘On the mountain of the 

LORD, it will be provided.’” 

 Before the death of Jesus, Mount Moriah 

was already called the place where the Lord 

Will Provide. What did God provide on 

Mount Calvary? His son. God saw our need 

for atonement and provided his only-

begotten son, his dearly beloved son, as the 

sacrifice to reconcile the world to himself. 

On that very spot. The Apostle Paul wrote, “God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, 

through faith in his blood” (Romans 3:25). 

 

Verses 15-18. “The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a second time and said, ‘I 

swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because you have done this and have not withheld your 

son, your only son, I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars 

in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of 



their enemies, and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have 

obeyed me.’”  

 We know from the genealogies of Matthew and Luke, that Jesus is the offspring of Abraham, 

the fulfillment of that ancient promise. As promised, the whole earth—every person—could be 

blessed by the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. 

 

Verse 19. “Then Abraham returned to his 

servants, and they set off together for 

Beersheba. And Abraham stayed in 

Beersheba.” 

 Abraham and the servants returned 

home. So where is Isaac?  

 Isaac is not mentioned again for some 

time. Two chapters go by in Genesis. Then 

in Genesis 24, Abraham commissioned his 

chief servant to get his son a bride. He was 

no mere servant, but rather a steward, an 

active partner in the business, who would inherit all of Abraham’s possessions if Abraham died 

without a designated heir. He was a type of the Holy Spirit. His name was Eliezer of Damascus, 

which, of course, means Comforter (Gen 15:2). “But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, 

whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring to your 

remembrance whatsoever I have said to you” (John 14:26, KJV). 

 The steward goes to the land of Abraham’s family—Mesopotamia and the Land of Ur. He 

stops at the well of LaHai-Roi—The Well of Living Water, and there a young woman, Rebekah, 

comes out to give him and his camels water.  

 Rebekah means captivating, but I have also seen it 

translated as to tie firmly. In this respect, some scholars 

suggest that it can denote the establishment of a home, the 

importance of family ties, a sense of familial protection.  

 We could argue that it is just a name. And yet, so 

many of these early names carried a meaning tied to the 

person’s personality and actions. So why would there be a 

difference in meanings? Probably because almost 4,000 

years have passed since this story. A case could be made 

for each meaning of Rebekah as applied to the Church.  



 Jesus mentions living water. A woman came to the well in Sychar to get water and Jesus 

asked her for a drink. He told her he could give her living water (John 4:10). In John 7:37-39, we 

learn that this Living Water is the promised Holy Spirit.  

 Abraham represented the Father, Isaac represented Jesus, Eliezer the Holy Spirit, and 

Rebekah represented the Church. Rebekah represented every true believer, converted and 

brought to Christ in faith by the power and grace of God through the preaching of the gospel, to 

be filled with the Holy Spirit—Living Water—the promise and seal of our belief, faith and hope 

(Ephesians 1:13-14). 

 

“Was not our ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son 

Isaac on the altar? You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith 

was made complete by what he did” (James 2:21-22).  

 

Faith then actions. And that is the message for us. Accept Jesus. Learn to hear God’s voice. Then 

believe and act.  

WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED? 

 

From Genesis through Revelation, the bible has types and shadows, a form of prophecy, 

referencing biblical messages and God’s purposes. This story demonstrates an incredible and 

wonderful type and shadow of things to come.  

 We learned God’s redemption story in the New Testament through the lens of an ancient and 

troubling story. The test of Abraham was not about an unreasonable child sacrifice aborted, but 

rather about the quality of his faith—he trusted God fully and completely. Any argument or 

discussion or debate on Abraham’s part would have been seen as a failure; only a firm resolve to 

be obedient would suffice.  

 This is not the kind of test God usually brings to new or immature believers, but mature 

believers can certainly expect the bar to be raised. In time, through the experience of walking 

with God in his Word, prayer, fellowship, and worship, believers learn to hear and know the 

voice of God, so when he calls them to a greater challenge, they can also obey with a firm, 

unquestioned resolve. 

 I would never presume to image myself in Abraham’s place. His experience of God is not 

like anyone I have ever known. But like the type and shadow of the story (the New Testament 

hidden in the Old, the Old Testament revealed in the New), I believed what I learned there, so 

that it changed my life—to learn from the story the significance of what God did and then 

appropriate it for myself, accepting his sacrifice personally. Making it personal.  



 Is it just an interesting story to you with different points of view and interpretations—a take it 

or leave it proposition? Or must everyone reading and understanding the story ask the question: 

Do I believe that God, himself—in the person of Jesus—sacrificed himself for me? The story of 

Abraham’s test, the words about Jesus in Isaiah 53, the many other bible passages, then the New 

Testament accounts clearly depict a story 

thousands of years old, pointed directly at 

you—the reader, asking, how you will respond 

now that you know this?  

 

How does a person respond?  

The Apostle Paul wrote: “For what does the 

Scripture say? ‘Abraham believed God, and it 

was accounted to him for righteousness’” 

(Romans 4:3). 

Again Paul wrote: “If you declare with your 

mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your 

heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you 

believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved” 

(Romans 10:9-10). 

Respond by asking God to come into your heart and life. Tell him that you believe Jesus is your 

LORD and died on the cross for the forgiveness of your sins, and that God raised him from the 

dead. Believe then act. Amen.  


